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COURSE DESCRIPTION and OBJECTIVES
This course provides you an introduction to the study of abnormal behavior. Abnormal psychology examines the causes, diagnosis, assessment, treatment, and prevention of mental disorders. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
1) Understand the nature and causes of abnormal behavior and psychopathology. 

2) Understand the process of assessing and classifying psychological disorders.

3) Have a critical understanding of different theoretical perspectives on psychological disorders.

COURSE FORMAT
The format will be both lecture and discussion. Lectures will follow the textbook. One slot of the course will be entirely discussion. One or two discussion questions will be submitted before the lecture. Students are expected to read and think on the discussion-thought question prior to class, and attend to the class hour ready to discuss. 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
Textbook chapters

	October 5
	Abnormal Psychology: Overview&Research Approaches

	Chapter 1

	October 12
	Historical and Contemporary views of Abnormal Behavior/ Causal Factors and Viewpoints
	Chapter 2&3

	October 19
	Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis
	Chapter 4

	October 26
	Panic, Anxiety, Obsessions and their Disorders
	Chapter 6

	November 2
	Mood Disorders and Suicide
	Chapter 7

	November 9
	Midterm 1
	

	November 16

	Somatic Symptoms and Dissociative Disorders

	Chapter 8

	November 23
	Eating Disorders
	Chapter 9

	November 30
	Personality Disorders
	Chapter 10

	December 7
	Midterm 2

	

	December 14
	Substance-Related Disorders
	Chapters 11

	December 21
	Sexual Variants, Abuse, and Dysfunctions
	Chapter 12

	December 28
	Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic Disorders
	Chapter 13


TEXT BOOK
Abnormal Psychology, Global Edition (2017). Butcher, J.N., Hooley, J.M. Mineka, S.M., & Nock, N.K. Pearson.
COURSE EVALUATION

Exams: There will be 2 midterms and a final exam. Format of the exams will comprise multiple choice and fill in the blanks questions. The final exam will be cumulative.
Students who fail to show up for the exams indicated in the Syllabus without a valid-documented excuse and not taking the make-up examinations for such exams will receive N/A as their final grade. 
Class discussions: Active participation to class discussions will positively affect your overall success in this course. 
Your grade will be based on the following:

Midterms


30 % each
Final Exam


40 %
A     90-100           C-    55-59

A-    85-89 

D+   50-54

B+    80-84 

D     45-49

B     75-79 

F      0-44
B-    70-74

C+    65-69

C      60-64

